Nancy Drew has
inspired generations of
mystery-solvers. These

eight sleuthing skills
from her adventures
will help you find your

ancestors.

by ELLEN SHINDELMAN KOWITT
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For more than 100 YEAI'S, mystery books have ignited a
love for problem-solving in children while also introducing them to the basics

of genealogy research. An army of writers under pseudonyms penned popular
series such as Nancy Drew and The Hardy Boys, injecting their stories with key

skills used by family historians every day.

The parallels are striking. Mystery-solving sleuths like Nancy Drew
interview persons of interest, document findings, and analyze
evidence to come to conclusions. They tap many of the same
records and institutions as do genealogists: photographs, maps,
newspapers, libraries and cemeteries. Their adventures are
story-based and sometimes involve travel, interacting with people
from around the world, and learning about the deceased. And,
like genealogists, sleuths and the mystery novels about them are
universal and have ongoing, multi-generational appeal.

Generations of readers have found those resources and processes in
the text of the classic Nancy Drew Mystery Stories:

o The Clue of the Black Keys (1951): Nancy describes working with a
genealogist who traces family trees and has stacks of records.

e The Clue in the Old Album (1947): Nancy searches genealogy records
herself as she tries to find mention of a fictional Henrietta Bostwick.

* The Clue of the Whistling Bagpipes (1964): Nancy researches her own

maternal roots.

In fact, Nancy is a model for determined researchers. Though she drives a
vintage speedy roadster and is a fashionable dresser (as compared to the modern
genealogist, stereotypically working in pajamas), N ancy shares sage wisdom for

today’s researchers.

Though much of the technology has changed since the first Drew title was
published in 1930, the core research principles remain the same. Here are eight
research strategies that genealogists can take away from the Nancy Drew series.

1. SEARCH CEMETERIES
Nancy visits cemeteries in at least three of her
adventures, and any genealogist knows the
importance of researching ancestral tomb-
stones and burial grounds. In cemeteries, you’ll
find not just death information, but also clues
to your ancestor’s birth date, relationships, reli-
gious beliefs, economic status and more,
Fortunately, volunteers have uploaded
cemetery information to websites such as Bil-
lionGraves <www.billiongraves.com>, Find a
Grave <www.findagrave.com>, Interment.net
<www.interment.net>, and JewishGen’s Online
Worldwide Burial Registry JOWBR) <www.

jewishgen.org/databases/cemetery>. There, yow’ll
find tombstone images, plus indexes to the
genealogical data on them.

Though nothing replaces the experience of
seeing your ancestor’s tombstone in person,
all that data makes these websites crucial
go-to’s, both before and after your trip to the
cemetery. (Or they can be a nice substitute,
if health, distance or money keeps you from
visiting in person.)

Search each digitized cemetery collection
individually; content can vary between the
sites, so you don’t want to rely on only one.
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Volunteers don’t all visit the same locations or
record the material in the same way. For exam-
ple, names and dates on Jewish tombstones
found at Find a Grave or BillionGraves might.
not be translated from Hebrew into English, as
they are on JOWBR.

You can also go “old-school” and contact a
cemetery office or local historical society for
more details. Officials there might add infor-
mation about other relatives buried nearby,
the owner of the plot, or any municipal death
certificates on file. Remember to check back
for updates.

2. STUDY HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS

In Mystery of the Glowing Eye (1974), Nancy
used a newspaper file—back then, researchers
had access only to physical copies of newspa-
pers. And those who enjoy the smell and feel of
aged, hard-copy clippings can still find them in
the collections of local history libraries.

But technology has simplified access to obit-
uaries, probate notices, and articles contain-
ing the names of ancestors. More newspapers
continue to be digitized and made available on
avariety of free and commercial websites.

The free Ancestor Hunt blog <www.
theancestorhunt.com>, compiled by Kenneth
Marks, makes finding digitized newspapers
easy, with a directory of US and Canadian
newspapers that’s organized by state or spe-
cialty (such as ethnicity, language or publish-
ing institution).

Another valuable free resource is the Library
of Congress’s Chronicling America website
<chroniclingamerica.loc.gov>. The database cov-
ers a wide swath of the United States’ historical
newspapers, dating from 1789 t0 1963. Chroni-
cling America hosts many digitized papers on
its site, but has also compiled the U.S. News-
paper Directory <chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
search/titles>, a list of all known newspapers
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published in the country (regardless of if and
where they’ve been digitized). :

If you can’t find a digitized publication at
either of the two above resources, consider
commercial websites. Newspapers.com <www.
newspapers.com> and GenealogyBank <www.
genealogybank.com> are the two most prominent
with historical newspapers, but you can also
find newspapers at Ancestry.com <www.ancestry.
com>, MyHeritage <www.myheritage.com>,
NewspaperArchive.com <www.newspaperarchive.
com> and (through your library’s subscription)
ProQuest <www.progquest.com>.

3.EXPLORE MAPS

By studying maps in The Clue of the Broken Locket
(1934), Nancy was able to conclude that Pudding
Stone Lake and Misty Lake were actually the
same place. Identifying and locating places that
are no longer around or that have changed names
can be a challenge in any time period, and maps
can help you solve those mysteries.

Spelling or transliteration errors, the use of
multiple languages, or identical names in differ-
ent locations add complications. But research-
ers can take advantage of web-based historical
map collections such as:

e The David Rumsey Map Collection <www.
davidrumsey.com>, in conjunction with Stanford
University, began more than 30 years ago and
now contains more than 150,000 digital maps.
The collection has tens of thousands of down-
loadable historical maps, including rare maps
from the 16th through 21st century.

® Maplandia <www.maplandia.com> hosts
the Google Maps World Gazetteer, a searchable
database of more than 2 million place names
based on Google Maps <www.google.com/
maps>. You can also browse by region.

® Ebay <www.ebay.com> isn’t just for bidding
on Nancy Drew collectibles! You can browse
and bid on historical maps and reproductions.

® Mapire <www.mapire.eu/en>, the result of
a collaboration between archives and librar-
ies from several countries, specializes in
19th-century maps of Europe. Here, youll find
European military surveys, plus Habsburg
cadastral maps.

e Moll’s Historical Map Collection <mapy.
mzk.cz/en/mollova-sbirka> was assembled in
the 1740s and 1750s by the German diplomat
Bernhard Paul Moll. The collection includes
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“Is something missing?” Nancy
asked. “Records. My ancestors’
records.” —Secret of the Forgotien

i 12,000 graphical representations of cities and
landscapes in Central Europe.
® Map Geeks <www.mapgeeks.org> include
free maps of several countries, cities and regions.

ent maps. You can even upload your own maps to
the site’s collection. images; the full collection contains more than
itry. 14 million items.
4. RESEARCH BUILDINGS WITH SANBORN Keep in mind that local public libraries
rive. FIRE INSURANCE MAPS may contain material from a broader regional
D Maps showing political boundaries and area. The Denver Public Library Digital Col-
military surveys aren’t the only documents to lections <dig ital.denverlibrary.org/digitals, for
peruse. You can also channel your inner Nancy example, include more than 100,000 pho-
Drew by studying Sanborn fire insurance maps. tographs chronicling the people, places and
cket These detailed maps were created by the San- events that shaped the settlement and growth
ng born Map Co. between 1867 and 1977 to assess of the whole Western United States. Likewise,
risk for fires, and they document more than the New York Public Library <www.nypl.org>
at 12,000 US cities and towns. contains maps and material far outside of the
mes In addition to scale drawings of locations, Big Apple.
ps they also contain street names, property Another resource is the Digital Public
boundaries and building materials, and loca- Library of America <www.dp.la>, which is
5f tions of schools and houses of worship—par- online, free, and open to all—no need for a
fFer- ticularly useful for properties or neighborhoods library card, subscription or even registration. .
h- that no longer exist. The Family Research Guide to DPLA <www.
cal The University of California, Berkeley details dp.la/guides/the-family—research-guide-to-dpla>
where you can find these treasure maps both links to areas of interest for genealogists,
VW, online and offline <www.lib.berkeley.edu/EART/ including family photographs, family Bibles,
ford sanborn_union_list>, and the Library of Con- local maps, military records, oral histories
d gress Geography & Map Division has a goal and personal letters. And, when working with
58. to digitize them all <www.loc.gov/r/geogmap/ DPLA materials, the useful “Cite this Ttem”
i~ sanborn/index.php>. feature provides full citations for a resource, in
)S multiple formats.
5. VISIT PUBLIC LIBRARIES Finally, although so much is online these
; Nancy made frequent trips to the library—as days, Nancy Drew also reminds us not to forget
ible did many of her readers, who learned about the many treasures waiting to be found offfline.
3 her adventures from the books they borrowed So sometimes, you'll need to visit libraries,
there. But you needn’t despair if distance {ora archives, and historical societies in person—
pandemic) keeps you from visiting libraries in justlike in 1930!
ing person: Nearly all public library districts have
an online presence and offer interlibrary loan 6. READ BOOKS
s. options. Better yet, many also provide card In a similar way, family history detectives can
‘of holders with access to subscription services like  take advantage of online book databases that
3 Ancestry.com’s Library Edition or ProQuest. Nancy Drew would have loved. The cost of pur-
. The largest public library in the United chasing books can really add up, so accessing
ind States is the Library of Congress <www.loc. texts on free sites can be a huge windfall.
gov>, which (in addition to large collections
of newspapers and Sanborn maps) also offers
/. g a comprehensive catalog of US local histories } :zz‘e"g “"f g":n: 23“‘?’:‘:;;'“3’:::’%(‘ V"r:".'t‘
< that you can borrow or search online. Its Prints P o i ytgreemagg;’me.:’o":‘/ ;
t % & Photographs Online Catalog <www.loc.gov/ entertainment/5-genealogical-whodunits>,
3 H pictures> alone contains 1.2 million digital

® Old Maps Online <www.oldmapsonline.
org> provides free access to indexes of 400,000

City (1975)
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Google Books <books.google.com> boasts the
world’s most comprehensive index to millions
of full-text books. Some of the collection’s out-
of-copyright and public-domain books with
genealogical value include wills, school census
records, compiled early naturalization records,
land deeds and community histories. You can
also find foreign-language books, including
those in Hebrew and Cyrillic character sets.

The Internet Archive <www.archive.org> is
another nonprofit digital library of sorts, offer-
ing free access to books. Among the browsable
results are rare books and foreign-language
genealogy gems not found elsewhere such as
The Census of The Jewish Population in The
South Western Region of Russia in 1765-1791.

FamilySearch has tens of thousands of digi-
tized books in its collection. In fact, the Fami-
lySearch Digital Library <www.familysearch.
org/library/books> searches for digitized
genealogy and family history books from many
major genealogy libraries, including its own
Family History Library as well as the Allen
County (Ind.) Public Library, Brigham Young
University Library, Houston Public Library and
Midwest Genealogy Center.

And although not focused specifically on
books, ArchiveGrid <researchworks.oclc.org/

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021

archivegrid> provides access to more than 5
million detailed archival collection descrip-
tions for materials held by libraries, archives,
museums and historical societies around the
world. Search for documents, personal papers,
family histories and other materials.

7. TRANSLATE FOREIGN-LANGUAGE
RESOURCES

Nancy Drew’s adventures have been pub-
lished in dozens of languages, and the char-
acter herself has traveled to six of the seven
continents. (The Hardy Boys beat her to the
seventh: Antarctica.) So even navigating tricky
foreign-language resources and websites
won’t seem like so much of a challenge for the
Nancy-trained.

Many research institutions, such as the State
Archival Service of Ukraine <archives.gov.
ua/ua>, the German Federal Archives <www.
bundesarchiv.de>, and the National Archives of
Japan <www.archives.go.jp>, have already made
their websites accessible to English speakers by
creating English versions. Look to the upper-
right corners of landing pages on these and
other international websites for an icon that
indicates language options. An EN likely signi-
fies English, as does a US or UK flag.

When a site doesn’t offer a translation, you
can open the page using the Google Chrome
browser to access a Google Translated version.
Google’s free service instantly translates words,
phrases and web pages between English and
one of more than 100 languages. Those using
abrowser other than Chrome can visit Google
Translate <translate.google.com>, then paste the
URL with Detect Language selected. Click the
resulting URL to access a version of the page in
your selected language.

One-Step Webpages by Stephen P. Morse
<www.stevemorse.org> is another free resource
that provides tools for dealing with foreign lan-
guages. Here, yow'll find links to resources that
translate (or transliterate) text in print or cur-
sive letters between languages with different
character sets, such as Russian, German, Greek,
Arabic, Hebrew, Japanese, and Chinese. From
Morse’s site, you can also decipher Jewish cal-
endar dates and convert Roman numerals.

You can also study genealogical word
lists to better acquaint yourself with words
likely to come up in records. Family Tree
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Magazine has such lists for German terms
<www.familytreemagazine.com/freebie/free-
german-genealogy-terms-reference-charts>,
and you can find word lists for a variety of
languages at the FamilySearch Research
Wiki <www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Genealogical_Word_Lists>.

Looking for foreign-language books? Search
WorldCat <www.worldcat.org>, an online
listing of collections from more than 10,000
libraries across the world. Search for books by
title, subject or keywords such as surnames or
localities. And under Advanced Search, you can
filter results by language of original publica-
tion. You can potentially borrow search results
through interlbrary loan, or request them from
the institution directly via email. (Note: Some
libraries might charge a fee)

8. BROADEN YOUR SEARCH TO INCLUDE
LESS-TRADITIONAL SOURCES

While most genealogy is done using paper
documents and their digital counterparts,
researchers have to use whatever clues are in
front of them.

Keeping an open mind about potential
research leads was integral in The Clue in the
Crossword Cipher (1967), when Nancy notices
knotted strings of various colors called guipz.
Though less-observant researchers may have
disregarded them, Nancy knew quipu were
important to the Inca, who didn’t have 2 wrie
ten language and so kept records using quipu.
The number of knots in a quipu indicared how
many wives and children a king had.

With that in mind, genealogists must study
the cultural history of a community for inno-
vative ways to describe relationships or the
hierarchy of families. A terrific example would
be how tattoos convey family and tribal history
in Polynesian islands.

Fabric pieces, such as quilts and wimples.
are another often-overlooked source of family
information, particularly about relztionships.
religion and place of origin. According w Sunny
Jane Morton: “Women often made guilss o
mark events or anniversaries; they migh: have
monograms, names or dates. Pasz=d down
from generation to generation. quils become
intimate parts of a family’s histors~

You can uncover more details by having2
quilt appraised. Through that process. vou

Nancy Drew Today
2020 marked the 90th anniversary of the
Nancy Drew Mystery Series debut, and Nancy
continues 1o inspire. We can easily imagine
how quickly Nancy would solve those Depres-
sion- and wartime-era mysteries with the
cutting-edge tools available to genealogists
today. Relevantin a modern way thanks to
the €W Network's “Nancy Drew” TV show,
Nancy and her friends integrate modern-day
mystery-solving techniques using the internet, cell phones, recording
devices and DNA. 7

Popular around the world, Nancy's stories are sometimes directly
translated into other languages. Elsewhere, book titles remain the
same, but the content changes for cultural reasons.

And Nancy's name varies from place to place—jast (unfortunately)
like in genealogy. In German, Nancy is a law student named Susanne
Langen. in France, Turkey and Vietnam, Nancy iscalled Alice. In
Sweden, she is Kitty Brew; in Finland, Paula. And in Norway, Nancy is
simply “Miss Detective”

And with her global scope, Nancy Drew brings new perspectives to
her American readers. Her books teach valuable cultural lessons to gs
audiences, such as introducing = language rarely spoken in America
like Sinhala from Sri Lanka, or explaining how Hebrew and Arabic
texts are read from right to left (rather than from left to tight, like
many Western languages). Like genealogists, Nancy has a constant
thirst for knowledge, as well as an awareness of diversity.

might learn what year the style was popular
(and, thus, what year it may have been made),
plus clues about symbols used in the quilt or its
intended function.

Wimples, decorative sashes made from a
baby’s swaddling cloth, are also often adorned
with family names, dates and places. And
because the cloth was used in several major
life events, you may find it well-preserved. In
pre-Holocaust Eastern Europe (particularly
in German-speaking areas), for example, the
wimple was made up of fabric used to swaddle
an infant at his circumcision. Then, the wimple
would be used to bind the Torah at the child’s
bar mitzvah, then in his wedding chuppah.

Likewise, samplers (small pieces of hand-
embroidered cloth) featured designs that often
incorporated the details of a family lineage. »

Ellen Shindelman Kowitt <www.ellenkowitt.com>
is a veteran genealogy researcher and Jewish records
specialist. A babysitter handed her down a worn, yellow-
covered Nancy Drew book when she was in second
grade, and Ellen’s been collecting the series ever since.
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Free and Easy

Though a subscription website,
Ancestry.com offers several great
features even for free users. Here are
seven of our favorites.

by Nancy Hendrickson
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Share your genealogy skills using
these tips for researching someone
else's family tree.
by Andrew Koch

. State Research Guides

! Tips and resources for trating
your ancestors in US states (and-
territories).
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by Nancy Hendrickson
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/1.°) Prussian Blues

""" Don'tlet the lack of “Prussia”on
modern maps get you down. These
tips will help you find your ancestors
who lived in the former kingdom.

by James M. Beidler

C fj Security Measures

= Cash in on the genealogical benefits
of your relatives’ Social Security
documents.
by Sunny Jane Morton

j 8 The Case of the Missing
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Nancy Drew has inspired genera-

tions of mystery-solvers. These eight

sleuthing skills from her adventures

will help you find your ancestors.

by Ellen Shindelman Kowitt
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